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AMENDMENT 
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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed January 27, 2003, Applicants respectfully submit 
the following amendments and comments in connection with the above-captioned application. 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend Claims 20 and 21 as follows: 


T (previously amended) A watercraft comprising an internal combustion engine and 
a hull defining a center plane extending generally vertically from bow to stern, the internal 
combustion engine comprising a cylinder body defining at least one cylinder bore, an axis of the 
cylinder bore slanting from the center plane, a piston reciprocating within the cylinder bore, a 
A crankshaft, a connecting rod pivotally connecting the crankshaft with the piston, the piston 
having a pivot axis at which the connecting rod is pivotally coupled with the piston, the pivot 
axis generally lying within the center plane during at least one point of reciprocal travel of the 
piston within the cylinder bore, a cylinder head member closing an end of the cylinder bore and 
defining a combustion chamber with the cylinder bore and the piston, a first passage comprising 
at least two paths communicating with the combustion chamber, a first valve device comprising 
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